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Dean Robert E. Sullivan of the University of Montana Lav School has been 
appointed to a seven-man committee that vill undertake an exhaustive study of the 
entire field of consumer credit for the purpose of drafting comprehensive uniform 
or model state legislation.
The mammoth project is sponsored by the National Conference of Commissioners 
on Uniform State Lavs. The special Committee on Retail Installment Sales, Consumer 
Credit, Small Loans and Usury vill meet in Chicago every other month, vith the 
initial meeting scheduled Oct. 15, l6 and IT, the dean said.
The commissioners plan studies that vill serve as a basis for comprehensive 
and simplified legislation on nearly all aspects of consumer-credit trade practices, 
including disclosure of cost of credit, rate controls or ceilings, the time price 
doctrine and usury, contract provisions, licensing, default procedures and the 
related field of credit life and credit disability insurance.
To indicate the magnitude of the problem, Dean Sullivan noted that the total 
volume of consumer credit, exclusive of home mortgage financing, today approximates 
$70 billion. Well over half the nation's consumers purchase automobiles, major 
household appliances, furniture, and personal and family goods and services vith 
some type of consumer credit.
The commissioners have undertaken the study at the request of the Council of 
State Governments. They consider it socially and economically their most signifi­
cant project since they drafted the Uniform Commercial Code, a complete recodifi- 
. cation of general commercial lav. The latter code, dravn up vith the cooperation 
of the American Lav Institute, has been enacted in 29 states.
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The National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Lavs vas established, 
in 1892 to draft uniform and model legislation for adoption by states. It is com­
prised of lawyers, judges and lav professors appointed by the governors of each of 
the member states.
During his nine years as a commissioner from Montana Dean Sullivan has served 
as chairman of one of the seven sections of the conference and of the Committee on 
Compacts and Agreements between States. He has been a member of at least a half 
dozen other committees.
The dean said he has given up all other duties with the conference to concen­
trate on his assignment as a member of the consumer-credit committee. Before the 
first meeting this month, he must read a stack of research papers and background 
studies that measures 2k inches high.
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